DURANT, GEORGIA
Once again, it is time to recertify our patient, Georgia Durant, a 95-year-old woman with history of COPD end-stage, respiratory failure, hypoxemia, cor pulmonale and cardiac cachexia. The patient currently is on the oxygen and requires medication around the clock for anxiety and pain. The patient also has lost weight since last evaluation of 4.5 pounds. Very little appetite. She is confused most of the time. She stays in bed now more than ever 16 to 18 hours a day. She is ADL dependent. She gets short of breath with any type of movement. She is requiring both oxygen on a regular basis and breathing treatments to help her symptoms. She has a KPS score of 50%. As I mentioned, she is total ADL dependent and is bowel and bladder incontinent. The patient’s oxygen need has increased because of her shortness of breath and protein-calorie malnutrition has led to muscle loss, which has left her thin, frail and very close to the end of her life. Hence, she remains hospice appropriate and most likely has days to weeks to live.
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